
1. Why is the ‘emergency’ and the period around it known as the period of constitutional crisis? Explain. (Delhi 2013)
Answer:
The emergency and the period around it can be described as a period of constitutional crisis because it had its origin in the constitutional battle over the Jurisdiction of the Parliament and the judiciary.
During emergency government gets extra powers. It gains the power to suspend the Fundamental Rights of the citizens. Measures like preventive detention could be used by government. Right to move the court for the restoration of Fundamental Rights were taken away.
It was also a period of political crisis because the party in power had absolute majority and yet, its leadership decided to suspend the democratic process.
Question 2.
How did the Emergency of 1975 benefit the Indian democratic set up? (All India 2009)
Answer:
The Emergency of 1975 benefitted the Indian democratic set up in following manner 
It checked the issues of regionalism and separatism.
As a reaction to the Emergency various parties united and fought against Congress in the elections of 1977 which consolidated the democracy.
It challenged the dominance of one party.
Some of the ambiguities regarding the emergency provision in the Constitution were rectified.
Question 3.
Assess any three happenings which were responsible for the downfall of the Congress Party in the 1977 elections. (All India 2014)
Answer:
Three happenings which were responsible for the downfall of the Congress Party in the 1977 election were :
1. The major opposition parties had already come closer in the pre-emergency period. Now they came together on the eve of the elections and formed a new party known as the Janata Party.
2. Some leaders of the Congress who were opposed to the emergency also joined this new party. Some other Congress leaders also came out and formed a separate party under the leadership of Jagjivan 
3. The Janata Party’s campaign was focused on the non-democratic character of the rule and on the various excesses that took place during the emergency.
The opposition to emergency could keep the Janata Party together only for a while because the party lacked direction, leadership and a common programme. The Janata Party Government could not bring about a fundamental change in policies from those pursued by Congress. The Janata Party split and the government which was led by Morarji Desai lost its majority in less than 18 months.


